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SUBJECT: AMOCO INCIDENT 

REF: (A) CAIRO 7970, (B) STATE 63387 

1 . SINCE PONMIN SAID HE WOULD NEED SEVERAL HOURS TO 
CONSULT COLLEAGUES, AMBASSADOR CALLED HIM AGAIN 2145 
LOCAL THIS EVENING TO ASK WHAT DECISION GOE HAD REACHED. 

KAMEL SAID HE HAD CONSULTED HIS COLLEAGUES IN MFA 
(UNNAMED, BUT PROBABLY GHALI AND LEGAL COUNSELOR NABIL 
ELARABY). THEY WERE TOTALLY OPPOSED TO AMOCO REP TALKING 
TO ISRAELIS. AMOCO, KAMEL SAID, COULD NOT DO SO WITH GOE 
APPROVAL. AS HE UNDERSTOOD IT, THERE IS NO DISPUTE 

ABOUT COORDINATES WHERE RIG IS LOCATED. THE POINT IS, 

HE CONTENDED, THAT IP AMOCO, WHICH IS AN AGENT OP GOE, 

DISCUSSES SUBJECT WITH ISRAELI REPRESENTATIVES, AS WE 
SUGGEST, IT MUST BE VIS-A-VIS SOMETHING, I.E, ISRAELI- 
CLAIMED MEDIAN LINE WHICH EGYPT DOES NOT ACCEPT. IT 
WOULD IN EPPECT BE AN INDIRECT ACCEPTANCE BY AN EGYPTIAN 
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AGENT THAT A MEDIAN LINE EXISTS. IN CIRCUMSTANCES, HE 
COULD NOT AGREE TO OUR PROPOSAL. 

2. I PRESSED HIM HARD TO RECONSIDER THE MATTER, NOTING 
THAT IN OUR VIEW AMOCO REP COULD SIT WITH ISRAELI REP 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO GOE (OR OUR) LEGAL POSITION RE 
MEDIAN LINE. IT WAS A SENSIBLE WAY TO DEPUSE WHAT COULD 
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BE A DANGEROUS SITUATION. AMOCO PRESIDENT IN CAIRO WAS 
WILLING TO DO SO IE GOE AGREES. KAMEL WOULD NOT BUDGE. 

HE WOULD NOT AGREE TO HAVE AMOCO REP TALK TO ISRAELIS 
WITH GOE APPROVAL. 

3. SO FAR AS THE AMOCO RIG IS CONCERNED, KAMEL SAID, 

IT DOES NOT MATTER TO HIM WHETHER IT OPERATES OR NOT. 

IE IT IS PHYSICALLY EORCED OUT OE ITS LOCATION BY THE 
ISRAELIS, THIS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ISRAELIS. 

HE WONDERED WHETHER ISRAELIS ARE SEEKING TO CREATE AN 
INCIDENT ON THE EVE OF THE BEGIN VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 
SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO THE RIG, KAMEL OPINED, WILL 
HAVE TO BE PLAYED OUT ON THE GROUND TO SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS. IT WAS KAMEL'S FIRM UNDERSTANDING THAT RIG 
IS IN GULL OE SUEZ WATERS WEST OE ISRAELI-CLAIMED MEDIAN 
LINE. 

4. I THEN CALLED AMOCO PRESIDENT RUBASH TO INEORM HIM 
OE KAMEL'S POSITION, NOTING IT IS MY IMPRESSION THAT 
KAMEL HAD NOT DISCUSSED IT WITH MINPET AHMED HILAL. 

I WONDERED IF RUBASH MIGHT WISH TO DO SO. RUBASH NOTED 
THAT THE IDEA DOES NOT ORIGINATE WITH AMOCO, HENCE HE 
DID NOT EEEL HE COULD CALL HILAL ON THE SUBIECT. RUBASH 
IS PEREECTLY PREPARED TO ALLOW THE SITUATION ON THE 
GROUND TO BE PLAYED OUT BY THE PARTICIPANTS ON THE SPOT. 

HE HAD HEARD NOTHING FURTHER EROM THE RIG SINCE INEO 
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REPORTED PARA 4 REP A AND DOUBTED THAT HE WOULD HAVE 
ANYTHING UNTIL TOMORROW. 

5. WOULD BE HELPFUL KNOW IF DEPT HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
AMOCO HEADQUARTERS IN CHICAGO, WHICH APPARENTLY HAS 
EXCELLENT COMMUNICATIONS WITH RUBASH IN CAIRO AND WHICH 
REGULARLY INSTRUCTS HIM ON WHAT ACTIONS HE SHOULD TAKE. 
EILTS 
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